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From R. M. Milnes.
Your brief was infallibly pleasant. I shall wait for you in December. If you like, we will have " Freezetown " (Fryston) all to ourselves and you may smoke while I play the organ. Now be a good boy and do as you're told. Lord Northampton is getting up a charity book of poetry for the destitute family of a man of letters, born in the dead letter office, and he earnestly prays you to contribute not your mite but your might to it. I have half promised you will give him something pretty considerable, for the fault of the book will be that the contributions are not as great in dimension as in name. He has got original things of Wordsworth, Southey, Miss Bailey, R. M. M. etc. I will love you more and more therefore if you will send some jewels directed to the Marquis of Northampton, Castle Ashby, Northampton, as soon as convenient. Your " St Agnes1" looks funny between Lord Londonderry and Lord W. Lennox, God her aid ! I like Brookfield's sonnet eminently.......
Yours affectionately, R. M. MILNES.
P. S. You know your contribution will be at your disposal to do what you like with when the book is sold, i.e. in a year or so.
To R. M. Milnes*.
December, 1836.
DEAR RICHARD,
As I live eight miles from my post-town and only correspond therewith about once a week, you must not wonder if this reaches you somewhat late. Your former brief I received, though some six days behind time, and stamped with the postmarks of every little market-town in the country, but I did not think it demanded an immediate answer, hence my silence.
luSt Agnes," published in the Keepsake (1837), pp. 247-48, edited by Lady Emmeline Stuart Wortley.
2 Quoted in Wemyss Reid's Life of Lord Hought on.